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Cleary  and  Logan  Squares  comprise  a 
vibrant  area  with  still  more  potential. 
They  are  the  center  of  the  "small  town  in 
the  City,"  historically,  socially,  and 
commercially.   Emphasis  on  the  economic 
health  of  villages  like  this  across  the  city 
enhances  the  quality  of  life  of  all  residents 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 
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Continue  to  support  the  efforts  of  Hyde 
Park  Main  Streets  in  attracting  new 
businesses  to  the  area  and  assisting 
existing  businesses  with  facade  and  other 
improvements.  Support  efforts  that 
encourage  shoppers  to  drive  to  the  square, 
park,  and  walk  around  to  all  of  the 
different  stores.   Focus  on  safe  crossings, 
streetscape  improvements,  and 
information.   Install  an  information  center 
at  Logan  Square  in  front  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Community  Center  with  a  map  of  the 
business  district  that  highlights  the 
neighborhood's  historic  attractions  (e.g., 
the  Episcopal  church,  the  Enneking 
house),  community  resources  (e.g.,  the 
community  center,  the  Y,  the  library), 
nearby  parks,  and  local  businesses. 
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Cleary  and  Logan  Squares  contain  a 
variety  of  businesses  that  have  recently 
benefited  from  the  creation  of  Hyde  Park 
Main  Streets.  The  architecture  and  layout 
is  that  of  a  charming  village.   Still, 
however,  residents  are  concerned  that  they 
are  unable  to  get  all  of  their  shopping 
done  right  in  the  Square  (e.g.,  the  area 
needs  a  bookstore  and  a  bakery). 

Wolcott  Square  is  a  busy  section  of  Hyde 
Park  with  a  few  stores  and  eating 
establishments.   It  is  a  prime  location, 
adjacent  to  a  major  commuter  rail  junction 
and  the  Neponset  River  Reservation,  but  it 
is  hampered  by  a  significant  amount  of 
through  traffic  along  the  Neponset  Valley 
Parkway  and  Hyde  Park  Avenue. 
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Manufacturing  and  industrial  businesses 
are  an  important  component  of  Boston's 
economy.  It  is  important  to  establish 
policies  that  allow  the  businesses  to  thrive 
and  allow  near  by  residents  to  maintain  or 
improve  their  quality  of  life. 
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Establish  truck  routes  that  allow  for  a 
balance  commuter  traffic,  industrial 
traffic,  and  neighborhood  traffic. 
Establish  a  policy  for  restricted  truck 
delivery  times  that  balances  the  needs  of 
business  owners  with  peak  traffic  times. 
Focus  on  the  relationship  between  this 
traffic  and  the  success  of  the  business 
districts  in  Hyde  Park.  Consider  policies 
that  are  specific  about  idle  times  and 
emissions  restrictions  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  air  pollution. 

Improve  the  streetscape  and  roadway 
design  of  American  Legion  Highway  to 
accommodate  pedestrians  and  bicyclists  in 
addition  to  cars.  Focus  on  the  edges  and 
entrances  of  the  existing  shopping  centers 
to  make  them  easier  to  navigate  and  more 
attractive  to  shoppers.   Emphasize  the 
road's  role  as  a  critical  connection  to  the 
'Green  Heart,'  the  cluster  of  large  parks  in 
the  heart  of  the  city. 

Work  on  a  strategy  involving  the  Hyde 
Park  and  Mattapan  business  communities 
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The  industrial  uses  in  and  around 
Readville  produce  a  lot  of  truck  and  bus 
traffic. 

American  Legion  Highway  has  a  mixture 
of  independent  stores  and  bigger  shopping 
plazas  -  all  of  which  are  disconnected 
from  each  other.  Most  of  the  stores  and 
both  of  the  shopping  plazas  were  designed 
in  an  auto-oriented  manner,  discouraging 
pedestrians  and  bicyclists  from  using  the 
roadway.  Bus  service  along  the  road  is 
infrequent. 

There  is  a  small  group  of  stores  on 
Truman  Parkway  between  Fairmount  and 
Logan  Square  that  serve  some  of  the  basic 
needs  of  the  community  (e.g.,  laundry, 
convenience  items).  The  stores  are 
located  at  an  auto-oriented  intersection 
that  is  not  pedestrian  friendly.  It  likely 
serves  as  a  barrier  for  people  who  live  in 
the  Fairmount  district  to  walk  to  Logan 
and  Cleary  Squares.  The  stores  are 
strategically  located  near  the  Fairmount 
commuter  rail  stop  and  along  the 
Neponset  River. 

Cleary  Square  and  Mattapan  Square  are 
two  major  nodes  along  River  Street. 
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Industrial  area  around  Readville 
(including  the  Stop  &  Shop  warehouse 
and  the  Boston  Public  Schools  bus 
parking  lot) 
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Fairmount  (Truman  Parkway  /  Fairmount 
Avenue) 

Connection  to  Mattapan  via  the  River 
Street  and  Neponset  River  corridor 
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When  physical  connections  can  be  made 
between  organizations  that  serve  the 
community,  partnerships  and  collaborative 
efforts  can  flourish. 
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Make  physical  links  between  the 
institutions  to  create  a  kind  of  "campus" 
where  the  "whole  is  greater  than  the  sum 
of  the  parts."  Encourage  physical 
pathways  that  support  existing  or 
proposed  collaborative  efforts  between 
organizations. 

Encourage  the  construction  of 
playgrounds  near  elderly  housing  to 
provide  a  common  physical  space  where 
people  of  different  ages  can  interact. 
Encourage  resource  facilities  for  children 
and  the  elderly  to  be  located  side  by  side, 
particularly  when  new  facilities  are  being 
built. 
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Hyde  Park  is  one  of  the  few  communities 
to  have  a  strong  concentration  of  social 
spaces  right  next  to  its  central  business 
district.  The  proximity  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Branch  Library,  Hyde  Park  YMCA,  Hyde 
Park  Community  Center,  William  Barton 
Rogers  Middle  School,  Hyde  Park  Health 
Center,  Most  Precious  Blood  Catholic 
school,  the  Academy  of  the  Pacific  Rim, 
and  Hyde  Park  High  School  could  lend 
each  of  the  institutions  strength  by 
association. 

Hyde  Park  is  a  neighborhood  with  a  lot  of 
young  families  and  a  lot  of  elderly  people, 
each  of  whom  could  benefit  from  more 
casual  intergenerational  interaction  in  the 
community. 
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Hyde  Park's  "Campus"  of  spaces  for 
families  and  children 
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There  are  140,000  people  within  one  mile 
of  the  Neponset  River  between  Boston, 
Milton,  and  Quincy  (if  that  area  were  one 
municipality,  it  would  be  the  fourth  largest 
city  in  the  state). 
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Playground,  and  the  George  Wright  Golf 
Course.  Promote  an  "Emerald  Bracelet" 
initiative  that  would  identify  linkages  of 
this  sort  throughout  the  city  so  that  every 
neighborhood  has  access  to  intertwined 
links  ("Emerald  Bracelets")  in  the  larger 
system  of  parks  ("the  Emerald  Necklace"). 

Develop  community-based  plan  for 
development  of  paths  and  amenities  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  through  Hyde  Park 
up  to  Mattapan  Square.  Pedestrian  access 
to  facilities,  provision  of  basic  amenities 
(e.g.,  food,  toilets,  places  to  shop),  and 
development  of  systems  for  stewardship 
of  spaces  is  critical  to  longterm  success  of 
area. 

Foster  connections  to  the  riverway  from 
Roslindale  Square,  Forest  Hills,  Cleary 
Square,  Mattapan  Square,  Lower  Mills, 
Franklin  Field,  Adams  Village,  and 
Codman  Square.   Identify  specific 
potential  access  points  to  the  Neponset  in 
Hyde  Park.  Begin  the  process  or 
reorienting  the  neighborhood  towards  the 
river  instead  by  improving  access  and 
providing  information  to  residents  and 
visitors  about  the  river's  recreational 
opportunities.  Study  the  possibility  of 
breaching  the  two  dams  along  the 
Neponset.  Address  sewage  backup  at  the 
border  of  Mattapan  and  Hyde  Park.  Open 
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Necklace,"  however,  the  parks  are  not 
necessarily  well  linked  physically. 

The  Metropolitan  District  Commission, 
working  with  several  community 
organizations,  has  produced  a  master  plan 
for  the  development  of  the  Neponset  River 
as  a  major  site  for  bicycling,  boating,  and 
hiking,  as  well  as  various  programmed 
events.  The  plan  offers  an  unprecedented 
opportunity  to  create  a  vibrant  mix  of 
recreational,  educational,  social,  and 
economic  activities  in  the  Neponset 
watershed  area.  At  this  time,  the  plan 
covers  the  part  of  the  Neponset  from 
Central  Avenue  in  Mattapan  out  to  the 
Boston  Harbor,  and  not  the  segment  that 
runs  through  Hyde  Park. 

Metropolitan  District  Commission's 
Master  Plan  for  the  Lower  Neponset  River 
Reservation  leaves  a  number  of  critical 
challenges  beyond  its  own 
implementation.  First,  the  plan  only  goes 
as  far  as  Mattapan  Square;  it  needs  to 
extend  further  south  through  Hyde  Park  to 
take  advantage  of  the  entire  ecological 
systems  of  the  river.  Second,  the  plan 
needs  to  be  supported  by  inland  access 
and  development. 
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Building  on  MDC  plans  for  Neponset 
River 
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The  link  between  Ross  Playground  and 
the  Neponset  River  is  critical  in  the 
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views  to  the  river.  Develop  amenities 
along  the  river. 

Embark  on  cooperative  planning  process 
between  the  major  stakeholders.  Ensure 
that  public  transportation  is  at  the  center 
of  the  discussion.  Plan  specifically  for  the 
many  once-a-summer  events  that  have  a 
large  impact  on  both  the  parks  and  the 
surrounding  neighborhoods. 

Initiate  a  longterm  management  strategy 
for  the  natural  streams  in  the  City  of 
Boston.   Investigate  reopening  the 
streams,  and  find  locations  where 
appropriate  plantings  could  serve  as 
erosion  control  and  flood-prevention 
elements.   Initiate  educational 
opportunities  for  residents  to  encourage 
stewardship  over  the  city's  natural 
resources.  Ensure  that  pedestrian  and 
bicycle  connections  are  strong,  by 
maintaining  and/or  installing  sidewalks 
and  crosswalks  appropriately. 

Make  physical  connections  clearer 
between  the  Neponset  River  and  Ross 
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Stony  Brook  Reservation  is  approximately 
400  acres  of  green  space  managed  by  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission.   It 
could  be  a  wonderful  resource,  but  it  is 
hampered  by  budgetary  constraints. 
Parking  lots  are  often  closed,  making 
access  by  car  difficult.   Paths  are 
inadequately  maintained  to  the  point  of 
being  unsafe  for  all  park  users.  Access  to 
Turtle  Pond  in  the  reservation  is 
confusing. 

The  construction  of  the  Boston  Nature 
Center  offers  an  opportunity  to  rethink 
critical  issues  about  access  to  all  of  the 
major  parks  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  All  of 
the  parks  need  to  be  accessible  by  public 
transportation,  foot,  and  bicycle  in 
addition  to  by  car. 

American  Legion  Highway  is  one  of  the 
critical  connectors  to  the  'Green  Heart'  for 
people  coming  from  Hyde  Park, 
Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  and 
communities  southwest  of  Boston.  The 
Stony  Brook  runs  alongside  the  road  and 
could  enhance  the  visual  experience  of 
pedestrians  and  bicyclists  in  addition  to 
enhancing  the  environmental  qualities  of 
the  area.  At  this  time,  much  of  the  brook 
is  culverted  and/or  filled  with  trash  and 
litter. 

Ross  Playground  is  well  maintained  and 
well  used.   Despite  its  proximity. 
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George  Wright  Golf  Course  /  Driving 
range  across  the  street 

The  'Green  Heart'  (Franklin  Park;  Arnold 
Arboretum;  Boston  Nature  Center, 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society's  project 
at  the  former  Boston  State  Hospital;  and 
Forest  Hills  Cemetery). 

American  Legion  Highway  as  a  green 
connector  to  the  'Green  Heart' 
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formation  of  Hyde  Park's  "Emerald 
Bracelet." 
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Playground  to  take  advantage  of  future 
activity  along  the  Neponset  River 
Greenway. 

Investigate  redesign  possibilities  to 
discourage  loitering  in  an  intimidating 
manner. 

Make  better  physical  connections  between 
Cleary  Square  and  Logan  Square,  and 
Truman  Parkway  parks  (both  are 
community  resources  that  each  could 
benefit  from  being  linked  to  the  other). 
Encourage  links  between  Riverside 
Theaterworks  and  Martini  Shell. 

Inventory  streets  in  need  of  street  trees. 
Establish  strategic  plan  for  the  planting 
and  maintenance  of  street  trees  across  the 
city.  Coordinate  the  maintenance  plan 
with  an  educational  component  for 
residents  who  are  interested  in  gathering 
their  communities  around  activities 
centered  on  trees. 

Establish  a  citywide  strategic  management 
plan  for  the  installation,  maintenance,  and 
upgrading  of  public  utilities. 
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however,  it  is  not  well  connected  to  the 
Neponset  River. 

The  Dale  Street  playground  is  a  location 
that  is  often  intimidating  to  nearby 
residents  because  many  teenagers  choose 
to  hang  out  there. 

The  parks  along  Truman  Parkway  are 
easily  accessible,  but  some  of  the  playing 
fields  and  courts  are  in  disrepair.   Martini 
Shell,  an  outdoor  performance  space,  is  a 
great  resource,  but  seems  underutilized. 

Many  streets  in  Hyde  Park  do  not  have 
enough  street  trees,  which  are  necessary 
for  aesthetic  and  for  environmental 
reasons.   People  who  are  interested  in 
planting  street  trees  themselves  do  not 
know  how  to  go  about  planting  or 
maintaining  a  street  tree. 

Hyde  Park's  utility  infrastructure  is  in 
need  of  significant  upgrades.  The 
unnamed  storm  of  October  1995  caused  a 
lot  of  damage  to  local  homes  and 
businesses. 
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Truman  Parkway  (Martini  Shell, 
Moynihan  Field) 

Mother  Brook  Reservation  /  Thompson 
Center 
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drive  to  a  lot  outside  the  Square  and  do  all 
of  their  shopping  on  foot.   Identify 
incentives  for  people  to  shop  on  foot  in 
the  Square.  Continue  the  efforts  of  Hyde 
Park  Main  Streets  to  attract  a  more  diverse 
base  of  businesses  and  services  to  the 
Square. 

Build  on  the  Hyde  Park  redesign  effort  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  streetscape 
and  improve  the  flow  and  safety  of 
automobiles,  bicycles,  and  pedestrians. 

Convert  the  Fairmount  Line  (a.k.a.  the 
Readville  Shuttle),  which  runs  from 
Readville  to  South  Station,  to  a  light  rail 
line  that  runs  seven  days  a  week  on  a 
typical  subway  schedule.  Establish  a 
public  transportation  special  events  shuttle 
that  stops  at  all  of  the  neighborhood 
centers  including  Cleary  and  Logan 
Squares.  Expand  current  weekend 
service. 

Ensure  that  bus  service  and  routes  are 
directly  related  to  population 
concentrations  in  the  neighborhood. 
Expand  crosstown  bus  routes,  and 
establish  a  Hyde  Park  loop  bus  to  serve 
those  living  on  the  perimeter  of  the 
neighborhood  and  to  facilitate  movement 
around  the  neighborhood. 
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Boston  use  Hyde  Park  Avenue  as  their 
route  to  the  Orange  Line  service  to 
downtown.  Industrial  trucks  and  the 
school  buses  on  their  way  to  and  from 
Readville  also  contribute  to  congestion. 
The  traffic  is  compounded  by  high  levels 
of  auto  use  in  the  neighborhood  and  the 
perceived  necessity  for  "parking  right  in 
front"  of  shops. 

Hyde  Park  Avenue  is  currently  very 
automobile  oriented,  unsafe  for  bicyclists, 
and  uninviting  to  pedestrians. 

Commuter  rail  service  to  and  from  Hyde 
Park  is  excellent  for  serving  the  commuter 
population  in  the  neighborhood.  Hyde 
Park  has  three  commuter  rail  stops 
(Fairmount,  Hyde  Park,  and  Readville) 
and  is  served  by  three  different  commuter 
rail  lines  (Fairmount, 
Attleborough/Stoughton,  and  Franklin). 
The  trip  to  downtown  is  under  20  minutes 
and  the  schedule  is  reliable. 
Unfortunately,  service  is  greatly  reduced 
or  nonexistent  (depending  on  the  line)  on 
the  weekends,  so  the  service  is  not  useful 
for  recreational  trips  or  visits  to  most 
special  events  downtown. 

Bus  service  is  reasonable,  but  it  is  often 
hampered  by  traffic  congestion.   In 
addition,  the  current  bus  network  makes  it 
difficult  for  passengers  to  travel  across 
town. 
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proposed  Urban  Ring  and  Route  128/95 
could  connect  Dorchester,  Mattapan, 
Hyde  Park,  Roslindale,  Brookline, 
Newton,  Brighton,  Watertown,  and  other 
communities  and  destinations. 

The  proliferation  of  private  transportation 
is  a  public  health  issue.  All  residents  of 
the  City  of  Boston  stand  to  gain  from  a 
reliable,  low-emission  public 
transportation  system  that  works  in  all  of 
the  neighborhoods  of  the  city. 
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transit  ring  connecting  neighborhoods  and 
towns  outside  the  core  of  Downtown 
Boston  (Urban  Ring  II). 

Explore  innovative  public  transportation 
options.  Study  success  stories  in  other 
cities  such  as  the  transportation  hierarchy 
in  Curitiba,  Brazil.   Investigate  low  or 
zero  emission  public  transportation 
vehicles  and  "ultra  light  rail"  systems. 
Explore  opportunities  for  providing  public 
"yellow  bikes"  to  be  used  by  anyone  in 
the  area  and  left  for  the  next  user. 
Implement  a  van  rideshare  system  like  the 
one  in  San  Francisco. 

Install  structures  to  accommodate  public 
restrooms  and  telephones,  newspaper 
sales,  coffee,  and  other  amenities  for  train 
passengers.  Install  an  information  center 
with  a  community  bulletin  board  and  a 
map  of  the  business  district.  Advertise 
Hyde  Park's  business  district  and  green 
spaces  at  South  Station  to  attract  visitors 
to  the  area. 

Install  structures  to  accommodate  public 
restrooms  and  telephones,  newspaper 
sales,  coffee,  and  other  amenities  for  train 
passengers.  Take  advantage  of  strategic 
location  along  the  Neponset  River. 
Connect  the  train  station  to  a  park  access 
point  to  encourage  visitors  to  arrive  on  the 
train  for  a  day  of  recreation  in  Hyde  Park. 
Install  an  information  center  with  a  map  of 
Cleary  and  Logan  Squares  with  a  map  of 
the  Neponset  River  Greenway. 
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neighborhoods  for  those  traveling  by  car 
but  not  for  those  traveling  by  public 
transportation. 

Hyde  Park  and  other  communities  that  lie 
outside  the  downtown  are  often  forced  to 
rely  on  automobiles  because  current 
public  transportation  does  not  meet  all  of 
their  transportation  needs.  This  reliance 
on  cars  is  leading  to  increased  air 
pollution,  higher  rates  of  asthma  among 
children,  and  even  a  higher  incidence  of 
"road  rage"  related  automobile  accidents. 

The  train  station  is  adequate  in  terms  of 
the  basic  needs,  but  it  lacks  some 
amenities  for  passengers.  In  addition,  the 
train  station  does  not  orient  passengers  to 
the  cultural,  historic,  and  commercial 
resources  nearby. 

The  train  station  is  adequate  in  terms  of 
the  basic  needs,  but  it  lacks  some 
amenities  for  passengers.   In  addition,  the 
train  station  does  not  orient  passengers  to 
the  cultural,  historic,  and  commercial 
resources  nearby. 
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Create  a  historic  walking  tour  through 
Hyde  Park  that  can  be  shown  on  publicly 
displayed  maps  in  central  locations. 
Provide  paper  maps  for  visitors  to  take 
with  them  along  the  way.  Use  the  public 
resources  to  educate  both  locals  and 
visitors. 

Hyde  Park  has  many  important  historical 
structures  and  sites  that  could  be  improved 
by  being  connected  to  one  another.  Many 
residents  do  not  know  the  extent  of  Hyde 
Park's  resources,  and  there  are  few  ways 
for  visitors  to  investigate  them  without 
extensive  research. 

Riverside  Theaterworks  is  an  active 
theater  just  off  Logan  Square  on 
Fairmount  Avenue.   Residents  believe  that 
it  could  serve  as  an  anchor  for  other 
entertainment  related  events  and  services 
(e.g.,  restaurants,  outdoor  productions  at 
Martini  Shell). 
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